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JOHN CURTIN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS — EASEMENT 
Petition 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [3.15 pm]: I have a petition that has been 
certified as conforming to the standing orders of the Assembly and it has 242 signatures. It is a lengthy petition, 
but I will read it out. It reads — 

We the undersigned humbly request the provision of a permanent easement for access over the 
existing unfenced space along the southern boundary of the John Curtin College of the Arts in order 
to retain and preserve the integrity of the diverse native vegetation and bird sanctuary in that area. 
Background 

The John Curtin College of the Arts have advised that they intend to expand significantly their on-site 
parking area along the Ellen St. Fremantle facade. This will be accomplished by moving their existing 
perimeter fence some 15–20 metres to the edge of the cliff face bordering Ellen St. 

This will not only cut off community access to and enjoyment of the natural vegetation in this area but 
will also see this important remnant bush and bird habitat removed to make way for vehicles. 

We, the undersigned are strongly opposed to the enclosure of any of the currently vegetated open space 
that is south of the existing palisade fence alignment. 

History 

Over the last thirty years a wide representation of the local community has demonstrated a deep commitment 
to the area within the John Curtin College precinct, an area historically known as Bushy Hill. Over the 
years, local community volunteers have undertaken substantial native revegetation planting and regular 
community clean ups. We fought hard to reverse one time plans to sell off that portion of land now proposed 
for car parking. And, subsequently, during the planning process leading up to the construction of the school’s 
performing arts centre, our community undertook a protracted negotiation process to achieve agreement 
on the current alignment of the southern perimeter fence. That alignment represented a compromise to 
retain open space and vegetation with public access while providing an agreed working arrangement for 
servicing the school’s facilities. 

The essence of the community’s concerns at that time remains: 
• The proposed fence realignment will intrude unnecessarily on the Fremantle landscape; 

• It will irrevocably destroy the conceptual integrity of the Bushy Hill precinct, thus mediating 
against the possibility of the reinstatement and restoration of the area that, since 1879, was intended 
to be Fremantle’s equivalent of Kings Park; and 

• The loss of amenity without redress to appeal for local residents and indeed the wider community 
represents an improper planning process. 

In summary, the public’s access to the open space bordering the Bushy Hill southern cliff face has been 
established as a communal asset with respect to the site’s historical, cultural and ecological significance. 
Your petitioners humbly pray that you will give this matter your earnest and urgent consideration with 
the view to securing a substantial easement along the southern boundary that might enable the retention 
and integrity of a diverse native vegetation and bird sanctuary. 

[See petition 168.] 
Ms S.F. McGURK: That is perhaps the longest petition that has been presented to this Parliament for some time! 
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